
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Pre-AP 
World History and Geography 
SAMPLE QUIZ QUESTIONS 
The Postclassical Period, c. 600 to c. 1450 

This set of sample questions is similar to what your students will see on the 
Postclassical Period quizzes. The stimuli and questions are representative of the types 
and style of questions; however, they do not necessarily span the content nor do they 
encompass the spread of difficulty on the full quiz. Refer to the Pre-AP World History 
and Geography Assessments section of the course guide for information on the key 
concepts assessed on each quiz. Each question in the sample set includes information 
about how it connects to the Course Framework as well as explanations for each 
option. Your students will not see this information attached to questions while they are 
taking the quiz. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Directions: Questions 1–3 are based on the passage below. Read the passage, and then 
choose the best answer to each question. 

Charles D. Benn, China’s Golden Age: 
Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty. ©2002 
by Oxford University Press. 

The Tang had an official road system of 
perhaps 13,500 miles. The highways ran 
in all directions, but did not reach a large 
number of cities, especially those directly 
south of Chang’an [the capital]. There 
must have been roads to those places, 
but they may have been constructed and 
maintained at private expense. 

At strategic places, along the highways 
and waterways, the state set up barriers 
where it collected customs. There were 
also checkpoints where officials 
examined the credentials. Tang subjects 
were not free to move as they pleased. 
Officials at the barriers also inspected 
baggage … prohibited articles including 
armor, crossbows, lances, astronomical 
instruments, star maps, and books on 
military matters. 

1. Which choice best explains the 
author’s argument? 

A. The official road system unified all 
corners of the empire. 

B. Major cities dominated the use 
and administration of the road 
system. 

C. Movement of goods and citizens 
were highly regulated by the state. 

D. The government invested in many 
projects to combat the threat of 
invasion. 

2. In addition to policies mentioned in the 
passage, the late Tang Dynasty also 
increased state control by 

A. actively repressing Buddhist ideas. 
B. requiring all subjects to take the 

national exam. 
C. outlawing land ownership for 

peasants. 
D. dismissing government officials 

that failed to uphold Legalism.  

3. Which postclassical state created 
bureaucratic and transportation 
structures most similar to the one 
described in the passage? 

A. England 
B. Japan 
C. The Mayan Empire 
D. The Inca Empire 
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About the Postclassical Period Sample Quiz Questions 

Question 1 

Question Type Multiple Choice 

Item Type Analyzing Sources Only 

Learning Objective & 
Essential Knowledge 
Statement 

N/A 

Skill Analyzing Evidence: Secondary Sources 

Skill Level Proficient 

A. This is not the best answer. While the passages states that the Tang highway ran 
in all directions for thousands of miles, it also mentions that areas south of the 
capital were not connected to the highway system. 

B. This is not the best answer. While the passage mentions cities being connected 
by privately constructed and maintained highways, it also mentions that the 
highways bypassed many major cities. 

C. This is the best answer. The entire second paragraph lists the many ways Tang 
officials regulated the movement of goods and people. 

D. This is not the best answer. While imperial road systems are oftentimes built with 
defense in mind, the passage does not discuss external threats. 

Question 2 

Question Type Multiple Choice 

Item Type Analyzing Sources + Disciplinary Reasoning 

Learning Objective & 
Essential Knowledge 
Statement 

LO 3.3: Examine political continuity and change in 
postclassical China. 

EK 3.3.A: Neoconfucianism and state building in 
postclassical China 
China reunited in the seventh century with a strong 
bureaucratic government that initially supported Buddhism 
but later utilized Confucian principles and restored the 
imperial examination system. 

Skill Causation 

Skill Level Emerging 
A. This is the best answer. After the early Tang Dynasty tolerated Buddhism, the late 

Tang Dynasty reasserted Confucian principles by actively persecuting Buddhism 
in the ninth century. 
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B. This is not the best answer. While the Tang Dynasty did reinstitute the Confucian 
exam system for government officials, it did not require that every citizen take 
the exam. 

C. This is not the best answer. While the Tang Dynasty did enact land reform, it 
redistributed land to promote peasant land ownership, not outlaw it. 

D. This is not the best answer. While the Tang Dynasty did ensure government 
officials were well versed in the philosophy preferred by the state, it was through 
Confucian civil service exams. 

Question 3 
Question Type Multiple Choice 
Item Type Analyzing Sources + Disciplinary Reasoning 
Learning Objective 
& Essential 
Knowledge 
Statement 

LO 3.7: Compare the political, economic, and cultural structures 
of the Maya, Inca, and Aztec states. 

EK 3.7.A: Governmental structures of the Maya, Inca, 
and Aztec states 
Political structures in the classical and postclassical Americas 
varied from stateless societies to the confederated city-states of 
the Maya, the tributary empire of the Aztecs, and the centralized 
administration of the Inca empire. 

Skill Comparison 
Skill Level Proficient 

A. This is not the best answer. While England was beginning to create bureaucratic 
structures towards the end of the postclassical era, its government and 
transportation never achieved the scope or sophistication of the Tang Dynasty. 

B. This is not the best answer. While Japan experienced differing levels of political 
unity during the postclassical era, its government and transportation never 
achieved the scope or sophistication of the Tang Dynasty. 

C. This is not the best answer. While the Mayan Empire did rely on a network of 
well-developed roads, its political structure was more like a confederation of city-
states than a highly centralized bureaucracy. 

D. This is the best answer. The Inca road system spanned thousands of miles in 
every direction and the Inca Empire was a highly centralized state. 
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